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Director Jawad Mir Talks
“Only 78” and Raising Climate
Change Awareness

@ TIFFANY UNSCRIPTED (YOUR FILM REVIEW™) (O SEPTEMBER 25,2017 4 MIN READ

SHARES

We can see the effects of climate change. The increase of natural disasters
and changes in weather patterns across the globe is evident. | had an
opportunity to speak with Director Jawad Mir about his documentary
Only 78. Check it out below.

Thank you
for granting
the
interview,
Jawad! Only
/8isa
powerful
film. With
several
destructive
hurricanes
only weeks
apart, this
film may be
the answer

to making
those who
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oppose
climate
change take
notice. Was this the intent of the film?

It wasn't initially but as the production on the film progressed, that
element plays a strong role in the film. We interviewed a professor from
the University of Toronto from the Earth Sciences department and that
added an integral part to the climate change. That being said, climate
change is a very big issue and it speaks volumes when we see people and
community affected by it. This is what ONLY 78 does. It is about people,
community stuck between mother nature and the federal government
denying ownership of the seawall which protected them from hurricanes
and storm surges. It is sad however that people may respond to climate
change more after seeing what’s going on in States and Caribbean. We
shouldn’t have to wait for something like this to happen to tackle the issue.

What is your view on climate change?

| think it’s a serious concern and each of us can do something, small or big
to make a difference. | also believe that there will be always people who
will not believe in something, in this case, climate change. But instead of us
worrying about why people are not buying it, we should have people who
are for making things better take action. That will in short and long-term

convince deniers into believers.

For many, Nova Scotia is an idyllic place to live and visit. Many would be
surprised that it’s experiencing so many challenges. What inspired you
to make the film?

It was an article in a national newspaper that just attracted me to the story
in the first place. And it was really about helping this community fight out
the struggle against the government and then the film itself became a
struggle to make. It was completely self-funded over the course of 4 years
and seeing this little community fight out inspired me to keep going.
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Hello and welcome to Occhi Magazine, part
of Occhi Arts and Entertainment. We
designed Occhi to be a hybrid of a digital
magazine. Our focus is on people - who
they are, what they do, and how they do it.

Champion the voices of independent artists
—subscribe to our newsletter and immerse
yourself in the stories behind the art.

Join a community that celebrates originality
and supports the artists shaping the future.
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BECOME AN OCCHI PATRON

Become an Occhi Arts Patron

Make a real impact on the arts every month

—for the cost of a coffee.

Your support as a patron and member helps
the day-to-day administration that keeps
our platforms running smoothly, so we can
publish more features, introduce services
and opportunities, and champion the arts
consistently.

Enjoy special discounts, VIP invites, and
opportunities to win unique creative
experiences. Click on the link for details!

LET'S COLLABORATE!

Promoting an event or creative project? We
offer tailored PR and marketing solutions to
help you shine. From event promotions to
album launches, let’s create impactful
strategies together. Start the conversation
now. Chat to us online.

Why the title

Only 78?

What's the

meaning?

There are 78

people in the CALL FOR ARTISTS

community

and the

conclusion

was that the

government Occhi Contemporary Art is a platform for

didn’t care visual artists to introduce their work to the

much public and across the contemporary art

because it community. Our purpose is to support

was ONLY 78 access and discourse between artists,

people curators, gallerists, and collaborators,
Courtesy of Sky Blue Productions Inc. wherever they are based. If you would like

How to collaborate, please contact us.

important is

it to maintain and preserving heritage in an ever-changing climate?

It is very important. It does and always will remind us where we came OCCHISTORE AND

MERCHANDISE

from. And we not only have to save people from climate change but our
history and heritage. Because if heritage is no more, what we will tell our
future generation. The film’s tagline is Every Life Matters. So not only we
need to save lives but also save heritage, building, history, and culture.

You're about to make the festival circuit rounds. What are your
expectations for the film?

At first, | want the film to be seen by as many people as possible. So people
are aware of small coastal communities around the world that are
suffering similar issue but also show people how people are affected by
climate change. Express your love for the arts with Occhi’s

clothing and accessories—every purchase

What are your thoughts on the recent hurricanes in America and the helps us uplift independent artists and

: ? : : :
mass flooding around the globe? bring fresh creative services to the

. . . ) community. Enjoy exclusive discounts as an
It is absolutely scary. We have hurricanes after hurricanes coming and , , _ .
Occhi subscriber and discover special

what’s scary is that they seem to be heading to the same areas which . .
bundle offers with multiple orders.

mean that already affected cities are going to get hammered again and

again. US and others really need to get on board so we can save our cities,

countries, and planet. The result won't happen overnight but if we start

now, things will get better in years to come.

What can the
audience
expect when
they watch
your film?

It doesn’t
matter how
small you are
but if you
keep trying
and never
give up,
Courtesy of Sky Blue Productions Inc. things can
happen. Of
course, they
may not happen all the time but partial or full change can take place if you
keep going. That could be about saving a community or saving the planet
and working towards keeping our planet habitable before it’s too late.

Where can your film be viewed?

Visit Only 78 website for additional information on release dates and

viewing locations.
Is there anything you would like to add that we haven’t asked?

| am currently writing a feature film script, developing a series/doc as well
as producing and editing sequel to 2015 film BARISTA.

Featured Image Photo Credit: ZMolu Photography.
Connect with Jawad:

Website: www.only78.com
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